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1. What is the Citizen Science Program, and how is it structured? 

Citizen science projects are those in which volunteers partner with professional scientists to collect 

and/or analyze data for an ongoing scientific investigation. The Citizen Science Program is an 

exciting initiative that introduces citizen science related data analysis and policy initiatives to 

students and teachers at NYCDOE middle schools through participation in selected citizen science 

projects and related activities. Each participating school will select one citizen science project to 

undertake in 2015-16, and will use data collected for and/or downloaded from that project as a 

focal point of their citizen science work. Clubs will present results of their investigations and data 

analysis at the STEM Matters NYC Research Symposium in June 2016, using both traditional trifold 

board presentations and a creative “Data Jam” artistic representation of data. Clubs will also 

investigate policy implications of their citizen science project and will present policy analysis or 

recommendations at the Research Symposium “Policy Slam.” 

In 2015-16, the Citizen Science Program will be structured as an after-school club that will be led by 

a team of two teachers, ideally one science teacher and one math teacher. The club will meet on a 

weekly basis, starting in late October 2015 and continuing until early June 2016. Teachers will 

receive training and support from the Citizen Science program team and staff involved in their 

project selection to help ensure the success of their club in terms or recruiting and engaging 

students, fully participating in their selected citizen science investigation, and preparing for the 

Research Symposium. 

 

2. What kind of citizen science projects will students and teachers participate in? 

In 2015-16, three main topic areas are being offered; freshwater ecology, estuary ecology, and 

insect evolution. Teachers will be able to select a topic area based on interest and proximity of their 

school to a suitable field testing site. More information about the specifics of these three topic areas 

and their related citizen science investigations will be shared with teachers who are accepted into 

the program. 

 

3. What kinds of resources does this program offer to me and to my students? 

Participating teachers will receive training and support around their selected citizen science project, 

and professional development that focuses on data analysis, interpretation, and communication. All 

teachers will receive materials needed to support their success in successfully carrying out their 

selected citizen science project in the field or classroom. Finally, all participating teachers will 

receive up to thirty (30) hours of per-session compensation for time spent leading and planning for 

their Citizen Science After-School Club.  

 



   
 

4. Why are you asking teachers to run the Citizen Science Program as an after-school club in 2015-

16, and why are you asking a team consisting of a math and a science teacher to apply? 

The Citizen Science program team believes that an after-school club setting provides teachers and 

students with the necessary time to be able to carry out high-quality fieldwork, data collection and 

analysis, and preparation of quality data and policy presentations for the Research Symposium. 

Additionally, structuring the program as a club enables teachers and students to spend a significant 

amount of time on their investigation without sacrificing instructional time that is needed for other 

topics or curricula. Previous participants who have structured their citizen science project as a club 

have noted a deeper level of student participation and engagement, and have created higher-quality 

projects and presentations.  

 

5. Whom can I contact if I have questions?  

Email questions to STEMMattersNYC@schools.nyc.gov.  
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